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TOTAL VALUE OF 
NATIONAL STIMULUSi

RUB 7623B 
(US$110B)

NATIONAL STIMULUS 
VALUE AS % OF GDP

7%

QUANTIFIED ARCTIC GREEN 
STIMULUS AS % OF TOTAL 

0%

QUANTIFIED NATIONAL GREEN 
STIMULUS AS % OF TOTAL

0%

Russia’s National Plan for Economic Recovery prioritizes 
industry support through loan guarantees, tax deferrals, 
and health care and social welfare measures rather than 
environmental initiatives. Its new Arctic policy incentivizes 
exploration and extraction, neither of which is environmentally 
beneficial or sustainably minded.
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RUSSIA NATIONAL AND ARCTIC GSI SCORESii  

Greenness of Stimulus (GSI) scoresiii indicate countries’ net impacts on climate and 
the environment due to COVID-19 stimulus measures.iv  
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 » Support for airports and airlines totals US$500 million, with no green strings attached.vi  Russia 
also provided US$360 million in unconditional funding for the automotive industry.vii 
 
Russia’s new Arctic Policy, entitled Basic Principles 2035, includes a state mechanism for Arctic 
infrastructure investments and a 20 per cent subsidy rate for private infrastructure projects. These 
measures largely support the petroleum industry.viii 

 » Article 27 of the Russian Tax Code established federal tax benefits for oil and gas extraction and 
exploration and lowered the production tax on all new offshore hydrocarbon projects in the Arctic. 
In addition, oil projects in the eastern Arctic are now subject to a zero-level production tax.ix 

 » Stakeholders indicate that Russia continues to increase commercial projects across Siberia and the 
Arctic while minimizing environmental laws. 

Substantial support for the 
industry and transportation 
sectors drives Russia’s negative 
Greenness of Stimulus Index 
(GSI) scores. 

 » Russia’s loan deferral program for 
small- and medium-sized enterprises 
targets the country’s hardest-hit 
sectors, such as leisure, services, 
transportation and travel. Its 
industry stimulus does not include 
green conditions or feature any 
additional funding for green sectors.v 
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GREEN STIMULUS IN RUSSIA:
Figure 1: 
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Figure 2 shows the stimulus measures announced in Russia (both environmentally 
positive and negative) and the sectors into which the stimulus money will flow. 
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Bailouts with green strings 
attached

Green infrastructure investments

Green R&D subsidies

Subsidies or tax reductions for 
green products

Nature-based solutions

Conservation and wildlife 
protection programmes

Subsidies for environmentally 
harmful activities

Environmentally harmful 
infrastructure investments

Deregulation of environmental 
standards

Environmentally related bailouts 
without green strings

Subsidies or tax reductions for 
environmentally harmful products
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Note:  The        indicates policies that are expected to have an impact on the Arctic. 

Figure 2:     Policy measures announced in Russia, split by environmentally relevant sectors
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 » The federal government did not provide any dedicated support for Indigenous Peoples. The Yamal 
region provided regional support for reindeer herders, with a focus on access to food and medical 
and other services. x
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0
NUMBER OF GREEN JOBS 
IN THE ARCTIC THAT 
CURRENT STIMULUS 
MEASURES MAY CREATE

Russia has not introduced any measures that would 
contribute to creating green jobs in the country, 
including in its Arctic regions. 

 » Russia’s current COVID-19 stimulus measures are unlikely 
to create green jobs directly or indirectly, in the Arctic or 
elsewhere.  

 » Green energy and industry measures would have the 
largest impact on the creation of green jobs in the Arctic. 
Attaching environmental conditions to support for 
industry would also contribute significantly. 

GREEN JOBS IN RUSSIA
© Wild Wonders of Europe / Magnus Lundgren / WWF

A full overview of the report’s findings, methodology and additional country profiles can be viewed 
online here.

Endnotes: 

i This report uses an exchange rate of 1 RUB to 0.01453 US$.
ii For more information on the definition of “Arctic” and the underlying methodology for this work, please see the Methodology.
iii The Greenness of Stimulus Index (GSI) is constructed by combining the flow of stimulus into five key sectors (agriculture and land use, 
energy, industry, waste and transport) with an indicator of each sector’s environmental impact; this impact captures both historical trends and 
specific measures taken under the country’s stimulus.
iv Greenness of Stimulus Index (2020). https://www.vivideconomics.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GSI_924.pdf
v  KPMG Insights (2020). https://home.kpmg/xx/en/home/insights/2020/04/russia-government-and-institution-measures-in-response-to-
covid.html 
vi Russian government (2020). http://government.ru/en/docs/39681/; Kommersant (2020). https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4363810; 
Energy Policy Tracker (2020). https://www.energypolicytracker.org/country/russia 
vii Russian government (2020). http://government.ru/news/39724/; Energy Policy Tracker (2020). https://www.energypolicytracker.org/
country/russia/
viii The Barents Observer (2020). https://thebarentsobserver.com/en/arctic/2020/03/putin-signs-arctic-master-plan; RCNET “Eye on the 
Arctic” (2020). https://www.rcinet.ca/eye-on-the-arctic/2020/03/24/arctic-oil-plans-in-norway-and-russia-disrupted-amid-covid-19-crisis/
ix Russian government (2020). http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/Text/0001202007130047 and https://sozd.duma.gov.ru/
bill/895550-7; The Barents Observer (2020). https://thebarentsobserver.com/en/arctic/2020/03/putin-signs-arctic-master-plan 
x Stakeholder interviews. 

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF – World Wide Fund for Nature (Formerly World Wildlife Fund)
© “WWF” is a WWF Registered Trademark. WWF, Avenue du Mont-Bland, 1196 Gland, Switzerland. 
Tel. +41 22 364 9111. Fax. +41 22 364 0332. 
© WWF Arctic Programme, Published January 2021

For more information please contact:
Jan Dusik, Lead specialist, sustainable development
jdusik@wwfint.org
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