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TOTAL VALUE OF 
NATIONAL STIMULUSi 

CAD$ 426B
(US$301B)

NATIONAL STIMULUS 
VALUE AS % OF GDP

17%

QUANTIFIED ARCTIC GREEN 
STIMULUS AS % OF TOTAL

0.01%

QUANTIFIED NATIONAL GREEN 
STIMULUS AS % OF TOTAL

4.3%

Canada’s COVID-19 fiscal stimulus packages include green 
stimulus across all sectors and commitments to conserve nature. 
National, provincial and territorial fiscal support measures 
affect the country’s Arctic region. Canada’s green industry and 
energy sector stimulus measures and commitments to conserve 
more nature and increase nature-based solutions are offset by 
some environmentally harmful policies and poor underlying 
performance. Overall, the result is a slightly negative national 
Greenness of Stimulus Index (GSI) score. The Arctic GSI score is 
more negative because environmentally positive measures do not 
apply to that region.
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CANADA

Greenness of Stimulus (GSI) scores  indicate countries’ net impacts on climate and 
the environment due to COVID-19 stimulus measures.  
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Greenness of Stimulus (GSI) scoresiii  indicate countries’ net impacts on climate and 
the environment due to COVID-19 stimulus measures.iv 



2LEFT OUT IN THE COLD: CANADA  |

 » The negative environmental contributions include US$226 million to support Newfoundland and 
Labrador’s offshore oil industry.viii Also, Alberta extended tax relief to its oil and gas sector taxix 
while Quebec,x Saskatchewan,xi British Columbia,xii Nova Scotiaxiii  and Newfoundlandxiv rolled back 
environmental regulations. 

 » Canada’s national economic response plan includes US$220 million in financial support for 
Indigenous and northern businesses, US$94 million for local Indigenous economies and the 
Indigenous tourism industry, and US$13 million to help northern airlines provide food and 
necessities to remote communities.xv 

 » Canada’s Speech from the Throne (which opens each new session of Parliament and introduces 
the government’s direction and goals) emphasized a green transition. It provided US$1.8 billion 
to support renewable energy generation and storage as well as the transmission of clean electricity 
throughout the country, including in northern and Indigenous communities.xvi The new US$3.5 
billion Clean Power Fund will support industry electrification and help northern, remote and 
Indigenous communities transition toward clean energy.xvii

 » Green conditions apply to 
recipients of Canada’s Large 
Employer Emergency Financing 
Facility across all sectors.v In the 
energy sector, Canada pledged 
US$1.22 billion to clean up 
abandoned and unused well sitesvi  
and is making US$530 million 
available to upgrade methane 
monitoring and install reduction 
technologies.vii However, many 
of these environmentally positive 
contributions will not affect the 
Arctic.
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GREEN STIMULUS IN  CANADA:

Figure 1: 
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Figure 2 shows the stimulus measures announced in Canada (both environmentally 
positive and negative) and the sectors into which the money will flow.
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Bailouts with green strings 
attached

Green infrastructure investments

Green R&D subsidies

Subsidies or tax reductions for 
green products

Nature-based solutions

Conservation and wildlife 
protection programmes

Subsidies for environmentally 
harmful activities

Environmentally harmful 
infrastructure investments

Deregulation of environmental 
standards

Environmentally related bailouts 
without green strings

Subsidies or tax reductions for 
environmentally harmful products
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Note:  The        indicates policies that are expected to have an impact on the Arctic.

Figure 2:     Policy measures announced in Canada, split by environmentally relevant sectors
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311 TO 320
NUMBER OF GREEN 
JOBS IN THE ARCTIC 
THAT CURRENT 
STIMULUS MEASURES 
MAY CREATE

Canada’s bailouts with green strings 
attached and green infrastructure 
investments are the primary 
contributors to green job creation in 
the country’s Arctic region. The number 
of jobs set out here includes those created by 
quantified stimulus measures. Canada also 
has some unquantified stimulus measures— 
such as the creation of the Canada Water 
Agency and the continuation of the Clean 
Power Fund—that could create additional 
Arctic jobs. To create more green jobs in the 
Arctic and increase the sustainability of Arctic 
industries, the policy measures that have the 
greatest potential are funding to support the 
transition of the shipping industry including 
adopting cleaner fuelsxviii and nature-focused, 
sustainable tourism. 

GREEN JOBS IN CANADA

Figure 3 shows the applicable green policy measures per sector in Canada and their 
job creation potential as well as the country’s performance on three other criteria: the 
extent to which funding is shovel-ready (i.e., its timeliness); the potential for long-term economic 
transformation; and the extent to which the measure is likely to remain viable if stimulus funding is 
curtailed (i.e., transitionality).

© Wild Wonders of Europe / Magnus Lundgren / WWF
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Applicable green policy 
measures

Job creation 
potential – 
in number 
of jobs per 
US$1million

Timeliness – 
the extent to 
which funding is 
shovel-ready

Potential for 
long-term 
economic 
transformation 

Transitionality – the 
extent to which the 
measure remains 
viable if stimulus 
funding is curtailed 
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Note:  Only the policy measures that apply to Canada are displayed here.
*Canada’s US$7.072 billion initiatives in broadband, clean energy and agricultural infrastructure are expected to create 60,000 jobs.

Figure 3:     Applicable policy measures per sector in Canada and the extent to which they fulfil the criteria

A full overview of the report’s findings, methodology and additional country profiles can be viewed 
online here.

https://arcticwwf.org/work/people/left-out-in-the-cold-covid-19-green-stimulus-and-jobs-in-the-arctic/
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Endnotes: 

i This report uses an exchange rate of 1 CAD to 0.7072 US$.  
ii For more information on the definition of “Arctic” and the underlying methodology for this work, please see the Methodology.
iii The Greenness of Stimulus Index (GSI) is constructed by combining the flow of stimulus into five key sectors (agriculture and land use, energy, 
industry, waste and transport) with an indicator of each sector’s environmental impact; this impact captures both historical trends and specific measures 
taken under the country’s stimulus measures.
iv Greenness of Stimulus Index (2020). https://www.vivideconomics.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GSI_924.pdf
v Prime Minister of Canada (2020). https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/05/11/prime-minister-announces-additional-support-
businesses-help-save
vi Canadian Government (2020). https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/17/prime-minister-announces-new-support-protect-canadian-
jobs
vii Canadian Broadcast Corporation (2020). https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/financial-aid-covid19-trudeau-1.5535629
viii Offshore Technology (2020). https://www.offshore-technology.com/news/canada-support-offshore-oil-industry/
ix Climate Change News (2020). https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/04/20/coronavirus-governments-bail-airlines-oil-gas/
x Province of Quebec (2020). https://www.quebec.ca/en/environment-and-natural-resources/covid-19-environnement/prioritization-environmental-
monitoring-covid-19/; Energy Policy Tracker (2020). https://www.energypolicytracker.org/country/canada
xi Province of Saskatchewan (2020). https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2020/april/14/oil-industry-support; Energy Policy 
Tracker (2020). https://www.energypolicytracker.org/country/canada
xii Province of British Columbia (2020). https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/taxes/sales-taxes/publications/notice-2020-002-covid-19-sales-tax-
changes.pdf; Energy Policy Tracker (2020). https://www.energypolicytracker.org/country/canada
xiii Province of Nova Scotia (2020). https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/fees; Energy Policy Tracker (2020). https://www.energypolicytracker.org/
country/canada
xiv Ministry of Natural Resources (2020). https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2020/06/statement-by-the-minister-of-natural-
resources-on-the-coming-into-force-of-a-regulation-to-improve-the-review-process-for-exploratory-drilling-in-t.html; Energy Policy Tracker (2020). 
https://www.energypolicytracker.org/country/canada
xv IMF (2020). https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19#C; Government of Canada (2020). https://www.
canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan/fiscal-summary.html
xvi Government of Canada (2020). https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/CIB-BIC/index-eng.html
xvii Liberal Platform Canada (2020). https://liberal.ca/our-platform/clean-affordable-power/
xviiiThe Green Budget Coalition (2020). https://greenbudget.ca/recommendations-2020-2021/
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